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SCEINCE:  FOOD CHAIN STACKING CUPS 
 
SUMMARY:  Organisms are related in food webs (a system of interlocking food chains) in which some animals, 
called herbivores, eat plants for food (deer and koalas).  Other animals, called carnivores, eat the animals that eat 
plants (cats, snakes, sharks).  Some organisms break down dead organisms (fungi, bacteria) to operate as 
“decomposers.”  This activity asks students to draw the events of a food chain, and then to organize these events 
from Producer to Decomposer. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Next Generation Science Standard: 
5.LS2.1.  Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals, decomposers and the 
environment. 

By the end of grade 5, students know:  Food of almost any kind of animal can be traced back to plants.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TO DO: 
1. Define and discuss how a “food chain” shows how each living thing gets food, and how nutrients and 

energy are passed from creature to creature.  Food chains begin with plant-life, and end with animal-life.  
A simple food chain example could start with grass à that is eaten by rabbits à rabbits are eaten by 
foxes.  Here is another one:  Acorn à rat à snake à eagle.   

2. Allow students to choose a food chain with a producer, primary consumer, secondary consumer, and a 
decomposer (as defined above and explained to students). 

3. Students will carefully draw and decorate each of these organisms on the provided paper.   
4. Glue the drawings onto the outside of 4 – 6 individual cups. 
5. Students will mix up the order of the cups and pass them to a friend so the friend can practice assembling 

the food chain in the correct order. 
 
EXTENSIONS: 
Stacking cup idea could work with any  
subject where a sequence is being 
taught/learned.  Students might  
draw and stack: 
- alphabet, 
- numbers, 
- how to wash hands,   
- life cycle of plant or animal, 
- historical timeline events 
 **This idea could work with stacked LEGGOs, too! 

DEFINITIONS: 
Producer:  Organism that produces its own food through 
photosynthesis or chemosynthesis. 
Primary consumer:  Herbivore that feeds on producers. 
Secondary consumer:  Carnivore that feeds on primary 
producers. 
Decomposer:  Organism that breaks down dead, organic 
matter. 
Organism:  An individual animal, plant, or single-celled 
life form. 
Food Chain:  Diagram shows how food energy moves 
from one organism to another. 
 

MATERIALS: 
- 4 cups per students 
- 2.5” x 3” white paper (depends on the size of the cups) 
- Colored pencils, pencils, markers, erasers 
- Glue 
- Science text with images 

RESOURCES: 
https://www.nextgenscience.org/dci-arrangement/5-ls2-
ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics		
YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=SW
vtRf4TAO4  


